FRENCH INTERFERENCE WITH CATHOLICS.

mean to establish over them an absolute master and a foreign
head, who might be but a puppet in the hands of enemies.
The Pope has a right to confirm the election of a Catholic
Primate ; but here his ancient jurisdiction, except in appeal,
ceases. Let the Porte seciire to the national clergy and
people the liberty of canonical election, which up to the
present time they have always enjoyed, and it will not only
ensure the unbounded devotion to the Sultan of the Catholic
Armenians, but it will ere long see them joined by large
numbers of the religious subjects of the Eussian Catholics of
Utchnriadzin."

Tliis measure was followed "by a Papal rescript to
tlie Papal legate of Antoura, in tlie Lebanon, which
is tlie stronghold of Catholicism in the East; the
effect of which would have been to transfer into the
hands of the Roman authorities the complete control of
the conventual and other religious funds, in a country
where a very large proportion of the public property
belongs to the convents, which may be considered
rather in the light of industrial associations than of as-
cetics. Here, however, the resistance of the people was
successful, and France did not interfere. There are
sufficient local grounds to prevent her from attempt-
ing it; the ill-will of the Catholic Armenians was to
her a matter of no importance: not so the ill-will of
the Maronites, which she must have thereby incurred..
The Lebanon has always been for her a source of
trouble and vexation; it is termed, in the Paris
Foreign-Office slang, la Bouteitte cVEncre. To avoid